Visual Arts School Plan
For 

Rahealty National School

The purpose of this policy for Visual Arts is to provide an overview on the teaching of Visual Arts as practiced in Rahealty N.S and to provide a reference framework for all future planning in Visual Arts. This document is primarily intended for the information of all our teachers and other partners in the education system. 
Visual Arts enables all children to make sense of and to express their world in a visual, tangible form.

Through the completion of visual art activities children expand their ways of exploring and expressing the world where they live in a structured and enjoyable way.

Vision
We at Rahealty N.S are committed to promoting the unique giftedness of each child and to help them to work towards achieving success and excellence in all areas of the Curriculum. Our school cherishes all pupils equally, aiding them in achieving their potential. The Visual Arts programme aids this by promoting self-expression and awareness.

We believe the Arts offer a very special way for children to express themselves with confidence. It also allows every child to excel whether or not they are academically gifted. For this reason we believe that Visual Art has a key role to play in the learning process and in helping us to achieve our principle stated objectives.

Aims

In our school we endorse the following aims of the Primary School Curriculum for Visual Arts:
· To begin to emphasise process versus product when teaching Art.
· To provide a broad and balanced curriculum in each class making use of six strands outlined in the National Curriculum.

· To begin to create a balance between making and doing and looking and responding by implementing a programme for looking and responding.

Curriculum Content:

We will allocate 1 hour a week to Art and will provide opportunities for integration into other curricular areas.
Display

We believe that it is important for each child to see that his/her work is valued by being displayed either in the classroom or through our school. Classroom displays may be done in a rotational manner. Each class has their own designated notice boards in public areas within the school corridor and halla which will be changed frequently throughout the school year.
Curriculum Planning

Strands and Objectives:
	Strands


	Objectives

	Drawing

	· Explore and experiment with age appropriate drawing materials and tools
· Work with drawing tools on a range of surfaces

· Make drawings based on their own experiences

· Make drawings based on their imaginations

· Talk about and write about their own drawings and those of their peers

· Look and respond to drawings by artists

· Develop concepts of the elements of art through engaging with drawing activities

	Paint and Colour
	· Explore and experiment with a range of age appropriate paint and colour materials
· Work with these materials on a range of surfaces

· Use paint and colour to represent their own imaginings.

· Talk about their own work and the work of other children.

· Look and respond to how artists work in paint and colour.

· Develop concepts of the elements of art through engaging with paint and colour materials.



	Print

	· Explore and experiment with a variety of printing tools and materials
· Use print making techniques to represent their experiences, observations and imagination
· Look and respond to their own print making efforts, to print in everyday use, to print in the environment and to prints created by artists

· Develop concepts about the elements of art through working with print making materials.

	Clay

	· Explore and experiment with clay and with clay tools

· Use clay/pottery techniques as a medium for representing their experiences, observations and imagination.

· Look at and talk about their own work and the work of other children

· Look and respond to pottery and ceramics.

· Develop concepts of the elements of art through working with clay.

	Construction

	· Explore and experiment with a wide range of construction materials

· Play with construction games and toys
· Make imaginative structures to represent their experiences, observations and imagination.

· Look and respond to their own constructions and to group constructions

· Look at and respond to natural and built constructions and to sculpture

· Develop concepts about the elements of art through working with construction materials

	Fabric and Fibre

	· Explore and experiment with a variety of fabric and fibres
· Change the surface of fabrics

· Create new fabrics

· Construct with fabric and fibre

· Use fabrics and fibres to represent their own experiences, observations and imagination.

· Look and respond to their own work and that of other children.


Approaches and Methodologies
The strands of the Visual Arts Curriculum incorporate ways of working from experience, imagination and observation, while building on the children’s natural curiosity. In a child-centered curriculum the children complete art activities which stem from each child’s life experiences and from their imagination. Enabling the child to work from observation helps them to develop visual awareness, to interpret what they see and to respond to art in a personal way.
A guided discovery approach is used in our school as discovery methods:

· Encourage the children to discover the expressive possibilities of a variety of materials and tools and to experiment with them

· Make the children aware of colour, design and structure in the environment

· Enables the children to make personal interpretations

· Express significant aspects of their lives in a visual form

· Become constructive thinkers when responding to art

Through a guided discovery approach the teacher provides a stimulating work environment, motivates the children and monitors their progress.

Children with Different Needs

It is the policy of our school that all children will participate in the Visual Arts Curriculum. The art activities will be differentiated to meet the needs of all children. This will be done by careful grouping of children and consciousness by the teacher of children’s abilities when selecting and setting activities.

Linkage and Integration

Linkage is inherent to the Visual Arts process. The strands have an interrelated nature, which lend themselves readily to integration when teaching the Visual Arts Curriculum. Linkage can be achieved through concepts and skills development, through the use of a variety of media and through activities that develop a theme in a number of media.
We encourage the integration of Visual Arts with other subjects and we believe that Visual Arts complements and aids the achievement of aims and objectives when integration occurs naturally. Integrated themes can be highly motivating and enjoyable for the children and are particularly useful when teaching in multi-class situations. An example of integration would be during the completion of project work.
Resources:
We keep most of the Visual Arts supplies in the storeroom. These are checked and replenished each September and throughout the year by our designated art supplies teacher Ms. Everard. A supply of teacher support books, are available in both classrooms and in the storeroom. Supplies of recyclable material from home are brought in during the year, e.g., cardboard, cartons, egg boxes, newspapers, etc. Children keep aprons or old shirts in school.
ICT
· There is a selection of technologies available in the school e.g. digital camera, computers, interactive whiteboards, visualisers, scanner, broadband/internet access

· ICT plays a useful role in resourcing the Visual Arts Plan e.g. CD-ROMs, videos, internet sites, programmes such as “Word” or “Paint” and recorded programmes

· There is a code of practice to ensure safe Internet usage

· Teachers familiarise themselves with material on websites prior to use by the children

Health and Safety

As with all curricular areas the safety of all the children in our school is paramount when delivering the Visual Arts Curriculum.

Care and attention will be given to:

· Hidden dangers if the children are moving around the classroom

· Storage facilities

· Classroom ventilation

· Adequate space is provided

· Appropriate volume levels are used

Individual Teacher’s Planning and Reporting

Teachers will be encouraged to refer to this school plan when planning their schemes of work for the teaching of Visual Arts. The delivery of the Visual Arts Curriculum through the six strands will be closely adhered to. 

Staff Development

Teachers will be informed about upcoming courses in the education centres and other bodies providing professional development in the area of Visual Arts.

Parental Involvement

Where appropriate, parents will be involved in Visual Arts within the classroom. If a parent has a particular expertise they will be invited to share their expertise by joining the children for a Visual Arts lesson or assisting in a particular way, for example, helping to make a banner for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
Community Links

Where appropriate if a member of the community has a particular expertise regarding Visual Arts they may be invited to the school to share this with the teachers and pupils. 
Success Criteria

Success of this Visual Arts Plan will be assessed by:
· Evidence in profiles of skill development

· Progression in each strand using previously acquired skills

· Teacher’s observations of children’s enjoyment and participation during art activities
· Teacher’s delivery of the Visual Arts curriculum
· Discussion and review of the effectiveness of the methodologies and approaches used 
Roles and Responsibilities

· The principal will ensure that time is allocated at the end of the two year cycle to review the policy as a staff 

· All teachers will be responsible for the further development of specific content for the Visual Arts Plan and for its implementation in the classroom. 
· Inclusion of pupil samples in pupil profiles is the responsibility of the class teacher
· Purchase of equipment is completed by the designated teacher Ms. Everard.
· This policy will be reviewed by Representatives of the Patron, the Board of Management, parents and teachers on a regular basis.

Communication

· A copy will be held available for parents, on request. 

· All staff will be given a completed copy.

Review and Evaluation

This policy was reviewed in June 2016 and will be reviewed annually. Next Review will be Summer Term 2018.
Policy Ratified on:
 _______________________________

Signed by: 
______________________________________

(Chairperson)
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