
Rahealty National School: Handwriting Policy 2016.

Introduction:

Children must be able to write with ease, speed and legibility. Handwriting should be an automatic process, to allow the children to focus on the content of their work, not letter formation. Difficulty with letter formation limits the fluency of their movements and has a negative effect on the quality and quantity of the work produced. Cursive style handwriting based on the programme All Write Now will be implemented in each classroom.
In this policy we aim to 

· Help develop a positive attitude to handwriting 

· Assist the children in holding writing implements correctly 

· Help the children achieve a script which can be read easily 

· Ensure the children develop a fluent, joined handwriting style 

Styles and Implements used:
Infant classes:  
The children begin to learn handwriting in Junior Infants.  In the Infant Classroom, the children learn print writing. This print writing is similar to the print they encounter in their readers and this continuity assists them with gaining early reading skills. The children use pencil and All Write Now book with copy for extra handwriting practice and formation. 
Middle  and Senior Classes.

The All Write Now cursive programme is continued from 1st – 6th classes.

The early books focus on joining similar letters and patterns together ex: cccccccc or ieieieieie in the cursive style. As they complete a letter and become confident that letter is repeated throughout the book with a series of other letters. Then they move onto writing words and sentences together in practice as well as forming sentences in 2nd. All writing and letter formation is modelled by the class teacher before they practice themselves. This may be done on the whiteboard or interactive whiteboard.

All children are given handwriting exercises every week. Children in 1st and 2nd learn the process and practice in lessons each week. After Christmas, children in 2nd class are expected to use cursive handwriting in all their work.  3rd – 6th class continue the cursive style in all their work, writing sentences, paragraphs and stories.
The children may only write with pencil in 1st and 2nd class, except for headings and numbering. 3rd – 6th classes are allowed to use biro when the teacher deems their writing to be sufficiently good. 6th class can use biro all the time. The children are not allowed to use tippex. Maths work is completed in pencil, sometimes biro in senior classes. 
Letter order:

The recommended way to teach the letters is in groups of letters formed in a similar fashion, to draw the children’s attention to the similarities. 

Assessment: 

Assessment will be carried out on a regular basis each time the teacher corrects written work. The children will be encouraged to 

· Hold a pencil correctly.
· Rule a margin. 

· Form each letter and number correctly.
· Ensure the letters are of the correct size and in the correct place in their lined copies, or between the blue and pink lines in their workbooks. Number each sentence or sum when answering questions. 

· Only write 1 number in each square in their maths copy.
· Write the day and date on top of each exercise.
· Write the title and page number on top of each exercise (2nd – 6th).

Copies:

Junior and Senior infants use pre cursive writing copies and large square maths copies. 1st -6th use standard ruled copies for their exercises and standard square ruled maths copies.
Review: 

This policy will be reviewed during the academic year 2017 – 2018. 
Implemented: March 2016
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