Rahealty National School
Geography Policy
Introductory Statement

Geography helps children to make sense of their surroundings and the wider world.  By studying their local environment and other areas, children learn about people and places and the interrelationships between them. They come to understand the natural and human processes and patterns present in these environments, and they can learn to appreciate the similarities and differences between places. Geography also provides opportunities to acquire a range of investigative, graphical and other skills.

Rationale

This Geography School Plan was formulated to ensure that the teaching staff, the members of the Board of Management and the parents gain an insight and understanding into the teaching of Geography in our school.

Vision

In Rahealty we understand that Geography promotes an understanding of, and respect for, the cultures and ways of life of peoples throughout the world and it fosters an informed sense of individual and community responsibility for environmental care.

Geographical education is concerned fundamentally with developing the child’s understanding and appreciation of the world in which he/she lives, developing a sense of belonging and citizenship.


Aims

We endorse the following aims of the Primary School Curriculum for Geography:

· To develop knowledge and understanding of local, regional and wider environments and their interrelationships

· To encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and human conditions on the Earth 

· To develop empathy with people from diverse environments and an understanding of human interdependence 

· To develop the ability to use a range of communication methods, especially those concerned with the development of graphicacy

· To encourage the development of a sense of place and spatial awareness

· To encourage the development of caring attitudes and responsible behaviour towards the environment, and involvement in the identification, discussion, resolution and avoidance of environmental problems

· To develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts

Strands and Strand Units 

· As a staff all teachers are familiar with the strands/strand units/content objectives for the relevant class level.
                          • Infant classes pp. 17-27 
                          • First and Second classes pp. 29-43
                          • Third and Fourth classes pp. 45-61 
                          • Fifth and Sixth classes pp. 63-84 
Overview of the Geography Programme for Infants to Second
All strands and all strand units to be covered every year. 
Human Environments 
• Living in the local community 
• People and Places in other areas
 Natural Environments 
• Local Natural Environment
• Weather 
• Planet Earth in space 
• Environmental Awareness and Care 
• Caring for my locality 
Overview of Geography Programme for Third to Sixth 
All strands and all strand units to be covered every year 
Human Environments 
• People living and working in local area
• People living and working in a contrasting part of Ireland - explored through a selection of sub units 
• People and communities 
Natural Environment 
Features and people
 • Settlement: homes and other buildings 
• Transport and communication 
• People and other lands 
• County, regional and national centres 
• Trade and Development Issues (5th + 6th only) 
Natural Environments 
• Local natural environment
• Land, rivers and seas of my county (Ireland 5th + 6th) 
• Rocks and soil 
• Weather, climate and atmosphere
• Planet earth in space 
• Physical features of Europe and the World (5th + 6th) 
Environmental Awareness and Care 
• Environmental Awareness 
• Caring for the environment 
It is recommended in the curriculum that children will have the opportunity to explore every year 
• A contrasting part of Ireland 
• One European country 
• One Non European countryMaps and models (5th /6th)
Geographical Investigation Skills

· Questioning   



· Estimating and measuring

· Observing
  


· Analysing

· Predicting
  


· Recording and communicating

· Investigating and experimenting


· Evaluating

Teachers follow the recommended sequence for geography – local, regional, national, European and global and reflect it back to their own location.

It is envisaged that, during the two year cycle of geographical study, the children will have opportunities to address the following: 

· Learn about places (local and global)

· Learn about the environments 

· Engage in fieldwork

· Investigate human environments

· Investigate natural environments

· Use mapping skills and mapping concepts

· Use maps, globes, atlases etc.

Approaches and Methodologies

We plan to use the six central methodologies of the Primary Curriculum in the teaching of Geography: 

• Active learning 

• Problem solving 

• Developing skills through content 

• Talk and discussion 

• Co-operative learning 

• Use of the environment 

In addition to the central methodologies we will use the methodologies specific to Geography namely 

• Fieldwork 

• Surveys 

• Interviews

• Maps 

• Photographs

• Artefacts
Children’s Ideas


We use the children’s ideas of place and space as a starting point for all geography activities
Some of the strategies we use to find out these ideas are talk and discussion; questioning; listening;

problem-solving tasks; drawings; teacher designed tasks and tests; photo displays and assessment.

We also use the following WWW Flipchart, when commencing, revising or assessing a topic:

	What We Know
	What We Want To Know
	What We Have Learned



	
	
	


Children with Different Needs

This Geography programme aims to meet the needs of all the children in the school. This will be achieved by teachers varying the pace, content and methodologies to insure learning for all pupils. This will be recorded in the teacher’s yearly notes. 
Strategies that support differentiation in teaching children with different needs include: 
• Whole class teaching, group work with tasks of different complexities 
• Questioning, simple recall to complex higher order questions 
• Specific tasks graded 
• Different methods of recording and communicating findings, simple drawings to written reports 
• Additional research for exceptional able students 
• Making an effort to create opportunities for hands on practical activities 
• Employing a variety of methodologies in the classroom 
• More able pupils will be encouraged to carry out research in certain topic areas 
The requirements of children with special needs will be taken into account when planning class lessons and related activities. The S.N.A. supports particular children and groups as directed by the class teacher.
Linkage and Integration

Linkage: When we are studying the local environment, we will study both the natural and human environments and the effect one has on the other. 
When we are studying distant places under the Human Environment strand, we also learn about the natural environments of these places. 
The strand Environmental Awareness and Care is by its nature, linked strongly with the other two strands. 
Integration: We will explore possibilities to integrate the SESE subjects at all class levels, We will refer to the Teacher Guidelines in Geography , History and Science in order to choose topics or themes for SESE integration. 
In particular the use of environmental trails in Geography will complement the study of living things in Science while the strand of Environmental Awareness and Care is common to both curricula. 
The use of trails will also lead to the study of how places and features have been shaped by the actions of people in the past and so integrate naturally with Local studies in History. 
Opportunities that exist for integration with other subject areas are : 
( SPHE : The development of the child’s sense of identity and citizenship 
( Mathematics ; The skills outlined in mapping and graphicacy 
( Visual Arts: Aesthetic awareness in the environments and Making drawings. 
( Physical Education: Outdoor and adventure activities. 
( Language: Discussion of ideas and relationships in Geography. The language of location, direction and position.
Assessment and Record Keeping

Teachers will assess the pupils’ knowledge and understanding and their skill acquisition, as well as the development of their attitude to Geographical/Environmental issues.

Assessment tools used to gather information about a child’s progress are:

· Teacher observation

· Teacher-designed tasks and tests

· Work samples, portfolios and projects

· Record keeping: portfolios, projects ongoing assessment tests and end of year reports to parents. The children’s portfolios are stored in the child’s classroom.

· Quizzes

· WWW flipcharts

Equality of Participation and Access

Equal opportunity will be given to every child to experience all strands

( All children will have equal opportunities to participate in geography lessons and activities. 

( Provision for children with physical difficulties will be made so that they can access the geography curriculum. 

( If we have children whose first language is not English, they will be supported in accessing the geography curriculum also. 

The Geography programme in Rahealty N.S will allow children to learn of and come to value the diversity of peoples, cultures and societies in Ireland and throughout the wider world and so promote cultural awareness.
Organisational Planning

Timetable

In keeping with the recommendations in the Primary School Curriculum Introduction (page 70) a minimum of two and quarter hours per week is devoted to SESE in infant classes and a minimum of three hours per week for classes 1st to 6th . 
One hour of this time will be spent on Geography in Senior Classes, 45 minutes in Junior classes *On occasion, time will be blocked as appropriate. This might occur when - working on a integrated project 12 - exploring the local environment Teachers may use discretionary curriculum time for SESE as appropriate.
Resources 

· There are resources available for geography. e.g. photographs, maps, atlases, globes, wall charts, posters

· Additional resources are sourced be teachers on the internet

· ICT plays a central role in our Geography programme  e.g. use of digital camera, Internet, DVDs/videos
· E-mail can be used to contact other schools, interpretative centres, industries, meteorological agencies, embassies, charities and NGOs that focus on development work

· There is a code of practice to ensure safe Internet usage

Health and Safety

We have a Health and Safety policy in place in our school which covers safety concerns around out of school activities. Teachers will consult with the Principal whenever it is proposed to engage children in Geography activities in the immediate environment. Provision will be made for extra adult help where necessary.
Individual Teacher’s Planning and Reporting

Teachers will base their yearly and short term plans on the approaches set out in the whole school plan for Geography. Each teacher has a long term plan for the year and from this will plan fortnightly schemes. From infants to second all strands and strand units will be covered every year. Teachers from third – sixth have planned collaboratively to avoid duplication and unnecessary repetition of the strands and strand units. SESE Geography will be taught in a thematic way from time to time to integrate other curricular areas in a meaningful way. The cuntas miosiula is linked to the short term plans of each individual teacher and is handed up to the Principal every month.
Staff Development

· Teachers have access to reference books, resource materials, and websites dealing with history

· Teachers are informed of courses in the Education Centres and other venues relating to Geography

· Teachers are encouraged to share the expertise acquired at these courses at staff meetings

· Where appropriate, time is allocated at staff meetings to discuss aspects of the SESE curriculum, including Geography

· Where possible teachers avail of internal and /or external expertise to inform and upskill, to stimulate interest and bring Geography alive for the pupils

Parental Involvement

· Parents can be involved in supporting the geography   taking part in interviews, suggesting or providing geography trails, feedback at parent teacher meetings and helping with homework.

· Parents can support the child in fostering an interest in local, regional, national, European and global geography by encouraging children to pay attention to their surroundings, read maps or use Google earth.

Community Links

People in the local community who have an interest and knowledge in the environment will be invited to speak to the children. 
( The community library will be a source of knowledge for the children. 
( Local businesses will be approached to host a visit to a factory or other work place. 
( The work of some national agencies relates to aspects of the Geography programme. As well as accessing materials produced by these agencies specifically for schools, we will welcome visits by speakers from these organisations, ie Bord Na Mona, Duchais , ESB , Tree Council
Success Criteria

We shall review this whole school plan in the future under the following headings: 
( How individual teacher preparation, planning and teaching reflects this plan. 
( Are procedures outlined in this plan consistently followed?  .  ( How methodologies listed in this whole school plan are working in the classroom  

( Resources 
( How well are geographical concepts learnt by the children?

 ( How well are the children’s geographical skills progressing: a sense of place and space, geographical investigation skills, and mapping.
Implementation

Roles and Responsibilities

· The principal will ensure that time is allocated at the end of the two year cycle to review the policy as a staff. 

· Each class teacher is responsible for the planning and delivery of the Geography Curriculum within her classroom.

· This policy will be reviewed by the Board of Management, principal and teachers every second year.

Communication

· A copy will be held available for parents, on request

· All staff will be given a completed copy

· The School Plan , including this policy, forms part of the induction material for staff

Monitoring and Review

This policy will be regularly reviewed by the Board of Management. Principal and teachers.

Review and Evaluation:

This policy will be reviewed biannually. Next Review will be in the September 2018
Policy Ratified on:
 _______________________________

Signed by: 
______________________________________

(Chairperson)

6
7

