English School Plan
Rationale

We wrote this document to clarify policy and procedure in the teaching of English and to conform to principles outlined in the Revised Curriculum. We use this to inform the teaching staff, board of management and parents of our approach to English in this school.

Vision

English has a unique position and function in the Primary School Curriculum and in our school. A child processes language, ideas and concepts through listening and reading and he/she expresses understanding through speaking and writing. The better the child’s ability with the English language the more effectively he/she will learn and progress. We hope to enable the child to become fluent and explicit in communicating ideas and experiences through reading, writing and oral language activities.

Aims

We endorse the following aims of the English Curriculum:

· Promote positive attitudes and develop an appreciation of the value of language- spoken, read and written.

· Create, foster and maintain the child’s interest in expression and communication

· Develop the child’s ability to engage appropriately in listener-speech relationships

· Develop confidence and competence in listening, speaking, reading and writing

· Develop cognitive ability and the capacity to clarify thinking through oral language and writing activities 

· Enable the child to read and write independently

· Enhance emotional, imaginative and aesthetic development through oral, reading and writing experiences

As is good practice, the staff will review both the delivery and assessed results of the curriculum and upon reflection, decide upon a particular focus or re-evaluation of an aim or objective.

Curriculum Planning

Strands and Strand Units

	Strands


	Strand Units

	Receptiveness to Language


	ORAL


	Developing receptiveness to oral language



	
	READING


	Developing concepts of language and print

(Infant Classes)

Developing strategies 

(First to Sixth Classes)



	
	WRITING


	Creating and fostering the impulse to write



	Competence and Confidence in Using Language


	ORAL


	Developing competence and confidence in using oral language



	
	READING


	Developing reading skills and strategies

(Infant Classes)

Reading for pleasure and information

(First to Sixth Classes)



	
	WRITING


	Developing competence, confidence and the ability to write independently



	Developing Cognitive Abilities through Language


	ORAL


	Developing cognitive abilities through oral language



	
	READING


	Developing interests, attitudes and the ability to think



	
	WRITING


	Clarifying thought through writing

	Emotional and Imaginative Development through Language


	ORAL


	Developing emotional and imaginative life through oral language



	
	READING


	Responding to text

	
	WRITING


	Developing emotional and imaginative life through writing




ORAL LANGUAGE
The New Primary Language Curriculum

From September 2016 the first phase of the new primary language curriculum will be active in our school. Oral language will be assessed and planned in accordance with new curriculum guidelines.
Children will be examined and taught bearing in mind the new learning outcomes. The curriculum has three strands oral Language, reading and writing, replacing the strand units now with elements of which there are three: Communicating, understanding, exploring and using.

Learning outcomes for each element for Ol:  
Communicating:

1: Engagement, listening and attention

Show interest in, demonstrate joint attention and actively listen for enjoyment and for a particular purpose.

2. and 3. Social conventions and awareness of others

Recognise that language style changes with different relationships and audiences and show understanding of the listener’s needs while initiating, sustaining and engaging in conversations on personal and curriculum-based topics and responding non-verbally and verbally.

Use social conventions of language appropriately in order to initiate, sustain and engage readily in conversations on personal and curriculum-based topics and use a language style and tone suited to the audience .

Use language with confidence to work collaboratively with others and share the Learning Outcomes with familiar and unfamiliar audiences.

Understanding

4. Sentence structure and grammar

Use coherent sentences of increasing complexity with correct tense, word order and sentence structure, while using connectives and producing compound and complex sentences to elaborate appropriately. 

5. and 6. Acquisition and use of vocabulary.
Use different strategies such as a speaker’s gestures, tone of voice, known words, pictures, sentence structure, definitions and descriptions to acquire and show understanding of new words. 

Use sophisticated oral vocabulary and phrases including the language of text, topic and subject-specific language, and express and use decontextualized language.

7. Comprehension

Demonstrate understanding through the ability to give and follow instructions, comprehend narratives and explanations, and clearly state a case including speculating, hypothesising, justifying, negotiating, arguing and complaining. 

Exploring and using

8 and 9. Requests and questions

Express personal needs and preferences, and make requests with confidence. 

Ask and answer a variety of open and closed questions to seek help, get information, develop understanding, clarify and extend thinking.

10. Categorisation
Name, describe and categorise people, objects, and experiences showing increasing depth of knowledge and improved understanding.
11. Retelling and elaborating

Tell and retell stories and personal and procedural narratives of increasing complexity to familiar and unfamiliar audiences using appropriate sequencing, tense and oral vocabulary.

12. Playful and creative use of language

Listen and respond to the aesthetic , imaginative and creative aspects of language and use language playfully and creatively.

13. Information giving, explanation and justification

Supply, explain and justify points of information to familiar and unfamiliar audiences using topic-specific language.

14. Justification, prediction and reflection

Describe, predict and reflect upon actions, events and processes relating to real and imaginary contexts.
Progression Continua

Learning outcomes are now assessed using a progression continua.

This consists of a number of milestones or steps in a child’s journey in language development

Milestones a-e for junior-senior infants aimed to be met

Milestones d-h for first class pupils to progress through (see appendix A for details)
The use of oral language activity will have a significant role to play in areas such as:

· Developing reading skills

· Developing comprehension skills

· Developing children’s response to fiction

· Developing their response to poetry

· Preparing a topic for writing

· Developing children’s self confidence

Approaches and Methodologies in Oral Language

Oral Activities

· Talk and Discussion


· Playing Games

· Role-play

· Mime

· Circle Time

· Pair Work

· Group Work

· Debates

· Oral presentations individually and in groups

· Think, Pair, Share

· Aistear

Oral Language across the Curriculum

English permeates every subject area and therefore the children’s oral language abilities will be developed throughout the school day.

Oral Language in use
Oral language will be developed simultaneously with other skills during English class.
Each English lesson in the junior classroom includes oral time, for example, news, current affairs, discussion of a theme, discussion of a book, picture, poem, piece of music or the children’s work and their opinions. 

In the senior classroom frequent group discussions are lead by designated leaders. Children get the opportunity to read, question, discuss and understand topics in English and other subjects  with an emphasis on presentation, listening, “listening and speaking”, debating, organising thoughts and articulating ideas. Reading buddies in term 2 is also used as an extra opportunity for oral language.

The oral language element of every English lesson will be strongly emphasised and the curricular oral language objectives will be addressed when opportunities arise in both classrooms.

Contexts

Talk and Discussion

These feature in each strand to a greater or lesser extent.

Children need to have practice in

· Listening attentively

· Taking turns to speak

· Offering the information most essential to the listener

· Making comments and responses that are appropriate

Story

The telling and reading of stories should be a feature of children’s experience in every class. Throughout their school lives they should have the opportunity to listen, on a regular basis, to a rich and varied selection of stories.

Children should engage in a variety of responses, such as:-

· Asking questions

· Answering questions

· Repeating appropriate lines of dialogue

· Using tone of voice to highlight moods and particular events

· Re-creating characters, events and emotions in role-playing

· Miming stories and parts of stories

· Describing different characters

· Re-telling the story

· Re-telling particular incidents in the story

· Recalling different words and phrases

· Recalling lines of dialogue

· Discussing why characters said certain things

· Acting out incidents in the story

Play and Games: Aistear

As a learning medium, play is crucial in the junior classes. It brings children from the here and now into the world of the imagination where they can use language and make-believe to explore their reactions to experiences and ideas. Given materials and contexts children will play spontaneously. However, if they are to experience the maximum learning from it the teacher must influence it and direct it. This can be done with interacting with individual children and groups of children, contributing to the particular activity, supporting it with collaborative talk and challenging the children.

Drama

We emphasise

· The use of role play to develop active listening skills

· The use of improvisational drama in developing children’s ability to use language in social functions such as greeting, saying goodbye, etc.

· Many drama activities are suitable for Oral Language objectives to be targeted 

Provision of Audiences

· Class

· Teacher

· Other teachers - Assembly
· Other classes - Assembly
· Parents – homework tasks
· Community – debates, table quizzes
· Visitors to the classroom

READING
In our school we promote the following principles:

· To promote a positive attitude and enjoyment towards reading 

· Fostering an approach to reading that is based on children’s general language development

· The central role of phonological and phonemic awareness in the acquisition of word identification strategies

· The use of a variety of texts, including novels, non-fiction, real-life texts, reading anthologies, graded readers and non graded readers
· Paired reading programme
· The development of school and class libraries

· The planning of book-related events, such as book fairs and book weeks

· The use of alternative reading material, including textbooks from other areas of the curriculum

· The involvement of parents in children’s reading

· A planned approach to assessment and remediation

Approaches and Methodologies

Print Rich Environment

· Library 

· Flashcards

· Posters/ Charts

· Labelling

· Dictionaries

· News Articles (Senior classroom)

Basic Sight Vocabulary

· Sound Books

· Word List

· Big Books

· Dolch List

· Environmental Print- thematic areas

Phonological Awareness

We are currently using The Jolly Phonics Scheme for syllabication, onset and rime and phonemic awareness. The P.A.T. programme and Toe by Toe is used with individual pupils who require additional help with spellings.

Comprehension Strategies

· Connecting

· Comparing

· Predicting

· Creating Images

· Self questioning

· Summarising & paraphrasing

· Inferring

· Scanning

· Skimming

· Determining Importance

· Synthesising – multiple texts (   ) with opinion 
We use the building bridges programme throughout the school and cover the ten sections on a 2 year cycle.

Section 1-5 year 1

Section 6-10 year 2
Acquisition of Word Identification Strategies

In order to acquire the ability to identify words speedily and fluently the child needs to use information from different sources. These sources of information are based on the child’s:

· Knowledge of letters and relationships

· Experience and understanding of the world

· Knowledge of the forms of language

· Knowledge of the directional and positional conventions of print

· Awareness of the functions of punctuation marks

Reading Schemes
The reading schemes used in the junior classroom are Jolly Phonics and the Oxford Reading Tree. Supplementary reading schemes and library books are also used to differentiate for the individual child. In the Senior Classroom class novels, and reading for information books are used, along with the Reading Zone scheme
Poetry

· Children’s engagement with poetry should be governed by the pleasure principle

· Children should encounter a variety of poetry and a variety of ways to respond to it

· The classroom library should contain a wide selection of poetry anthologies

· Children should be encouraged to memorize some short poems and some stanzas from longer poems

· To give children opportunities to write poetry and verse

· To perceive accuracy and sincerity of expression as the most important requirements in a poem 

Reading a Variety of Materials

· Novels

· Fiction

· Newspaper Articles

· Poetry

· Picture Books

· Journals

· Comics

· I.T.

School/Class/Local Libraries

We have class libraries which are well stocked and regularly updated. The books in the library in the Junior classroom are changed throughout the year to enable the children to have access to a wide variety of books. There are termly visits from the County Library Van and we visit the local library to access books for project work and also to hear and discuss books read by the librarian or visiting authors.  Thurles library provides an excellent book loan service to teachers which we utilise throughout the year.

Promoting the Culture of Reading
· Class library

· Paired Reading

· Novels

· Big Books

· Readathons

· County library van

· Silent Reading

Writing
The Process of Writing

We promote the process of writing which involves drafting, editing and redrafting. We make considerable use of oral preparation and brainstorming for creative written exercises and where possible, we encourage discussion of children’s first drafts.  We vary the writing genre and the occasions/audiences for the children’s writing – examples given below.

Approaches and Methodologies

Different Audiences

· Class

· Teacher

· Other teachers

· Other classes

· Parents

· Community

· Visitors to the classroom

Different Genres 2 Year Plan

	Year 1 

Report
	Instruction
	Recount
	Poetry
	Narrative/Revise

	Year2

Persuasive


	Explanation
	Narrative 
	Poetry
	Revise


Creative Writing Portfolio
The children in the junior classroom have individual anthologies which they add to on a yearly basis. Their anthologies consist of a collection of pictures, words, sentences (in the infant classes) and stories and poems (in First and Second Class). The children follow the writing process of draft, edit and redraft, type, print and illustrate. 

Free Writing Journals

Writing journals in both the junior and senior classroom are used to give the pupils a safe place to write without having corrections to do or “red marks” spoiling it.  The pupils are encouraged to enjoy their writing and to gain confidence. Where possible, this is scheduled for 10 minutes daily. Illustrations if wished will be after writing. A list of possible forms and genres of writing is available at the back of each journal to encourage diversity.

Handwriting

Pencil is in use in the junior classroom and pen is introduced in the senior classroom. Pre cursive writing is used from Infants to 2nd class. Cursive writing is introduced in 3rd class. A combination of blank and lined copies are used in Junior and Senior Infants and all lined copies are used from 1st to 6th class.

Spelling

A variety of approaches are used in the teaching of spelling:

· The children’s own spelling errors are used to compile personal spelling lists from time to time.

· Use of graded spelling lists from a variety of publications predominately Just phonics by edco
· Teaching of phonemic patterns and spelling rules to aid learning ( see Phonological Awareness)

Punctuation/Grammar

We aim to cover all the areas of grammar and punctuation from juniors to 6th according as they arise in their reading material and in their written work.  1st to 6th class work from a grammar book each day focusing on short activities.

Children with Differing Needs

In our school, the progression and development of all pupils is a key aspect of our attempts to deliver an inclusive curriculum where all needs are catered for. The multiclass situation in our school lends itself more readily to delivering a child-centred approach.

Linkage and Integration

The teaching of English readily enables linkage to occur between oral language, reading and writing. In our school we recognise the four strands of the curriculum (receptiveness to language, competence and confidence in using language, developing cognitive abilities through language and emotional and imaginative development through language) but we plan under the three aspects of the English language- oral language, reading and writing.

Due to the nature of this school, i.e. multiclass, language acquisition, development and the skills required for correct usage will underpin the experience of all in the classroom. The overlapping and extending of language experienced between distinct year groups will benefit all. Without relying on this, we recognise it as a fundamental strength upon which we can build. For example, spelling and reading groups can be ability based, which allows for natural differentiation, advancing the able and gifted and allowing more repetition and time for the weaker pupils, thus creating a more child-centred approach. 

English is integrated in all subject areas across the Primary School Curriculum at all class levels, for example problem solving in Mathematics and use of descriptions in the Visual Arts. 

Assessment and Record Keeping

Reading and Comprehension Assessment. Examples include:

· Teacher designed tasks on current reading

· Pupils self assessment checklists

· Samples of pupil work

· Cloze

· WWW (what we know, what we want to know, what we learned)

Writing assessment:

· Children self assessment checklists in a number of activities.
A range of assessment tools will be used by the teachers, including:

Formal
· Micra -T tests are completed every Summer to measure the children’s abilities and progress with regards reading and comprehension.
· TEST2r is divided into two parts:  

The first part constitutes a rapid screener test,  made up of five subtests (tasks).  These are administered to all the children in a class as a means of formative assessment (Assessment for Learning – AfL).  In this way, it helps the teacher to identify the learning needs of each child. 

If a child does not perform well in a particular subtest (or subtests), then the Learning Support Teacher will administer Part 2. These subtests are more diagnostic in nature, in order to clarify specific literacy subskill needs.  Based on these results a Learning Support Teacher will decide on appropriate interventions.
· MIST (Middle Infant Screening Test) is completed with Senior Infants during the second term of school

· Diagnostic tests are used to pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of individual pupils, for example:
· Reading and Comprehension Drumcondra

· Writing Drumcondra

· Oral Drumcondra

· Neale Analysis Test
· Phonological Assessment Battery 

· Diagnostic Spelling Test

· Verbal and Non-Verbal 

Informal

· Teacher observations

· Teacher Checklist

· Portfolios- contain work samples and test results

· Projects 

· Teacher designed tests and tasks

All formal assessments are stored in the filing cabinet in the Learning Support/Resource Room. Informal teacher assessments are filed by each teacher in the child’s classroom.

Equality of Participation and Access

Equal opportunities are given to all children to participate in all classes and activities and to experience all strands of the English Curriculum regardless of their gender, background or socio-economic status.

Organisational Planning

Timetable

The new time allocated to English, since the publication of the National Literacy and Numeracy Strategy, is 5hrs. weekly for 1st – 6th and 4hrs. weekly for infants.

Resources

· Library in each classroom

· Computers and Interactive Whiteboards

· DVDS

· C.D.’s /Tapes

· Posters

· Textbooks

· Toys

· Big Books

· Photocopiable resources

· Puppets

· Jigsaws

A detailed list of resources is outlined at the back of this document in Appendix B.

ICT

There is an Interactive Whiteboard in each classroom and a laptop trolley with computers in each classroom also. We encourage the children to use the Interactive Whiteboards and computers so as to enhance their learning.

We use computers in the following ways to enhance the pupils’ learning:

· Typing and presenting creative writing

· Revising and learning punctuation, grammar and other English lessons with fun activities and a variety of approaches

· Using the visualisers to praise and display the children’s own work

· Recording and videoing presentations and debates for assessment and review

· Modelling creative writing approaches, proof reading and editing

· Brainstorming, mind-mapping on the Interactive Whiteboard so that the end result can be reviewed while referring back to initial discussions

Typing skills are not taught separately although if a pupil with special needs has been allocated a laptop then we designate specific time for typing skills practice.

Individual Teacher’s Planning and Reporting

Teachers will be encouraged to refer to this school plan when planning their schemes of work for the teaching of English. The delivery of the English Curriculum through all the strands will be closely adhered to. 

The Monthly Progress Reports are an important indicator and record of the work completed in English in both the junior and senior classrooms.

Staff Development

· Teachers have access to reference books, resource materials, equipment and websites regarding English. We will continue to add to our range of resources on an on going basis.

· Teachers will be informed about upcoming courses in the education centres and other bodies providing professional development in the area of English.

· Teachers are encouraged to share the expertise acquired at these courses at staff meetings.

· Where appropriate, time is allocated at staff meetings to discuss aspects of the English Curriculum.

Community Links

Where appropriate if a member of the community has a particular expertise regarding English they may be invited to the school to share this with the teachers and pupils.

Success Criteria

Success of this English Plan will be assessed by:

· Evidence in profiles of skill development

· Progression in each strand using previously acquired skills

· Teacher’s observations of children’s enjoyment and participation during activities
· Teacher’s delivery of the English Curriculum
· Discussion and review of the effectiveness of the methodologies and approaches used 
Implementation

Roles and Responsibilities

· Each individual teacher will ensure that samples of the children’s work, is included in their Pupil Profile Folders.

· Each classroom teacher has the responsibility to plan and deliver the English Curriculum in her classroom.

· The principal will ensure that time is allocated at the end of each year to review the policy as a staff 

· There is currently a post holder/plan co-ordinator who facilitates regular reviews/updates via a policy folder circulated throughout the year.

· This policy will be reviewed by Representatives of the Patron, the Board of Management, parents and teacher.

Communication

· A copy of the English Policy is available for staff and parents on request. 

· The school plan, including this English Plan forms part of the induction material for new teaching staff. 

Monitoring and Review

This plan will be regularly reviewed by Representatives of the Patron, the Board of Management, the parents and teachers. 

Review and Evaluation

This policy will be reviewed annually. Next Review will be Spring Term 2018.
Policy Ratified on:
 _______________________________

Signed by: 
____________________________________      ____________________________________
                            (Chairperson)                                                       (Principal)
Appendix B: Resources

	Reading
Reading zone series of texts

Oxford reading 

Responding to reading resource materials

New wave English (grammar)

Literacy leap

Folens reading pack
The comprehension box

Novel from rental scheme (library)


	Writing
All write now handwriting
English workbook Developing literacy

My English portfolio

Literacy leap

Reading zone workbook

Diaries

Vocabulary in sentences/letters/ character description templates



	OL/Spelling/Phonics

Aistear topics

News

Reading zone Ol poster series

Listening and speaking

News2day/CBBC

Reading zone/lit leap activities

Jollyphonics

Sounds good phonics

Just phonics programmes

Tell and spell

Onset and rhymes

Improving children’s spelling programme

ICT for dictated sentences.


	Poetry
Scholastic literacy skills comprehension
Chosen based on topics taught from ICT resources

Poetry compendium

Poetry favourites

Dragon in the woodshed poems

Poolbeg book of children’s verse

Poetry favourites

Better English/Reading zone

My poetry anthology

	Other Resources & ICT
Building bridges of understanding, readers theatre scripts, reading buddies programme, follow me loop cards and games.
Promethean planet, Ken Nesbitt’s poetry, Quizstar, word shark, lesson starters for Interactive whiteboard, jollyphonics.
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